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Satinsky Elected President 


Sol Satinsky was elected president 
of JPS at the Society’s 72nd annual 
meeting, May 1, in Philadelphia. 

Mr. Satinsky fills the position va- 
cated by Justice Horace Stern who 
had served as interim president fol- 
lowing the resignation last Novem- 
ber of Mr. Edwin Wolf, 2nd. Mr. 
Wolf, who had been JPS president 
since 1954, had accepted the pres- 
idency of the Federation of Jewish 

encies of Greater Philadelphia. 

"A leader of the JPS for many years, 
Mr. Satinsky served as Treasurer 
from 1949 to 1953 and as vice pres- 
ident from 1953 until he assumed the 
presidency. He has been identified 
with every important Jewish cause, 
cultural activities in particular, and 
was recently named vice president of 
the Council of Jewish Federations and 
Welfare Funds. Included among his 
many other national affiliations are 
membership on the National Cabinet, 
UJA, and member, UJA Conference 
in Jerusalem. In Philadelphia, Mr. 
Satinsky has served as president of 
the Allied Jewish Appeal and Jewish 
Exponent and in leadership capacities 
with many other groups. 





Annual Meeting Reports 

The reports delivered at the 72nd 
annual meeting are summarized in 
this issue of the Bookmark. The Pres- 
idential report by Edwin Wolf, 2nd, 
will be found on pages 4 and 5, and 
the reports of Judge Levinthal and 
Mr. Feinstein on page 2. 











Sol Satinsky 


Upon accepting his new responsibil- 
ity, Mr. Satinsky quoted from Chap. 
20, Kings, “Let not him that girdeth 
on his harness boast himself as he 
that puteth it off.” He continued, 
“Consequently, may I be permitted to 
defer any boasting until our 73rd an- 
nual meeing. In the meantime, let 
me assure you, with the aid of Divine 
Providence and with the support of 
this splendid constituency, we must 
be successful in our endeavors.” 

Other officers elected include: Jack 
Solis-Cohen, Jr., Honorary President; 
Justice Horace Stern, Dr. Jacob R. 
Marcus, Edwin Wolf, 2nd, Bernard L. 
Frankel and Bernard G. Segal, Vice 
Presidents; Judge Louis E. Levinthal, 
Chairman, Publication Committee; 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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The Publication Program 


These are excerpts from the report 
of the chairman of the Publication 
Committee, Judge Louis E. Levinthal. 


At the annual meeting last year, 
I reported on a survey which was be- 
ing conducted by Professor Eli Ginz- 
berg, aimed at evaluating the work 
of the Society in the light of the 
present-day needs of the American 
Jewish community. Dr. Ginzberg’s 
report, submitted some months ago, 
contained a number of suggestions 
important to the Publication Commit- 
tee. 

Dr. Ginzberg recommended the di- 
vision of the Publication Committee 
into several small, specialized sub- 
committees, with the full Committee 
offering guidance and advice and pass- 
ing on the subcommittees’ plans. This 
suggestion has been adopted by the 
Publication Committee and approved 
by the Board of Trustees. 

The chairmen of the various sub- 
committees are: Jacob R. Marcus, 
American Jewish History; Edwin 
Wolf, 2d, Art; Harry Starr, Belles- 
Lettres and Hebrew Literature; Ber- 
nard J. Bamberger, Bible and Ancient 
History; Salo W. Baron, Jewish 
Classics; Robert D. Abrahams, Juve- 
nile Literature; A. A. Neumann, 
Post-Biblical Jewish History; Oscar 
I. Janowsky and Oskar K. Rabino- 
wicz, Co-Chairmen, Jewish History in 
Modern Europe, Israel & Zionism. 

We hope and expect that this change 
will enable the Society to fulfill its 
purpose more effectively. Until quite 
recently, other publishers of Jewish 
books were practically nonexistent. 
Now, however, the development of a 
number of research and educational 
organizations with publishing facili- 
ties of their own, and the entry into 
the field of Jewish publishing by a 
number of commercial firms means 
that we must plan our activities with 


increased circumspection. Each sv 
committee is therefore expected ca 
fully and expeditiously to chart the 
course for the Society in its special 
area. 

The program for 1959 was com- 
pleted with the exception of the vol- 
ume on the Jews of Christian Spain, 
by Yitzhak Baer. So many difficulties 
were encountered in the translation 
and the checking of the footnotes of 
this monumental work that postpone- 
ment proved necessary. The first vol- 
ume, we expect, will appear before 
the end of the current calendar year. 


The List for 1960 


The 1960 list is progressing. Within 
the next few months we hope to 
publish a volume to commemorate the 
centenary of Henrietta Szold’s bir 
written by Alexandra Lee Levin, 
niece. Now going through press is 
a volume of meticulous scholarship 
by Professor Harry Leon about an- 
cient Rome, based upon its Jewish 
catacombs. A history of the Jewish 
community of Buffalo, N.Y., by Selig 
Adler and Thomas E. Connolly, sched- 
uled for Fall publication, with the 
title FROM ARARAT TO SUBURBIA, cre- 
ates an image of the rapid flow and 
change in American Jewish life. The 
distribution of Montefiore and Loewe’s 
RABBINIC ANTHOLOGY early in 1960 
and the INDEX to Baron’s History 
more recently, conclude our adult list 
for 1960. 

The Covenant Books are worth spe- 
cial mention. All four promised for 
1960 will have appeared by the ye 
end. Published jointly by the oe) 
and Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, these 
new juveniles have already received 
wide approval and enthusiasm. 

Permit me to conclude this report 
by thanking all the members of the 
Publication Committee for their help- 
ful cooperation. 
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New Officers of The Society 





New JPS officers, elected at the May 1 Annual Meeting, include (left to right, front 
row): Myer Feinstein, Treasurer; Edwin Wolf, 2nd, Vice-President; Sol Satinsky, 
President; Justice Horace Stern, Vice-President; Lesser Zussman, Executive Director; 
(back row) Dr. Solomon Grayzel, Editor; Judge Louis E. Levinthal, Chairman, Publi- 
cation Committee; Jack Solis-Cohen, Jr., Honorary President; Jerome J. Shestack, 
Secretary. Not present for this photograph were Dr. Jacob R. Marcus and Bernard G. 


Segal, Vice-Presidents. 
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Financial Situation is Good 


Excerpts from the report of the Treasurer, Myer Feinstein 


The Society is in good financial con- 
dition. In the year 1959, our total 
income amounted to $380,300, as com: 
pared with $331,500 in 1958. Sub- 
stantial gains were made in income 
from membership dues, going from 
$100,000 to $106,000; in sales of 
Bibles, from $95,000 to $99,000; and 
—most important—general book sales 
increased from $108,500 in 1958 to 
$138,000 in 1959, a gain of over 25%, 
due in great part to our new paper- 
back series. 

Expenses increased from $331,700 
in 1958 to $379,400 in 1959, caused 
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by higher costs of composition, paper, 
printing and binding, as well as in- 
creases in the costs of distribution 
and administration. One increase 
which we were happy to pay was that 
of royalties to authors, which rose 
from $12,600 in 1958 to $14,600 in 
1959. I should like to see the day 
when this item reaches $100,000 an- 
nually. Then we will know that au- 
thors are receiving more of the sup- 
port to which they are entitled. 

To summarize, our income in 1959 
exceeded expenditures by $902, and 
this modest amount was transferred 
to the surplus account. We had addi- 
tional “cash flow” through the amor- 
tization of our building by $5,000 and 
the setting aside of $4,000 for royalty 
payments to authors of books planned 
for future publication. Thus, our re- 
corded gain amounted to nearly $10,- 
000. From the treasurer’s standpoint 
—a good year indeed! 
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The Lonesomeness 


of Quality | 


This extract of the Presidential Report by Edwin Wolf, 2nd, appeared 


in the columns of the Jewish Exponent of Philadelphia. 


a American reading public has changed 
in the past generation. Perhaps, the Jew- 
ish Publication Society is in part respon- 
sible for that change. Popular books of 
Jewish interest are sought after by gen- 
eral publishers and make bestseller lists 
month after month. 

The Jewish community, through the 
Society, does not have to encourage, to 
subvene in a sense, a Harry Golden or 
a Leon Uris. Their products are readily 
saleable in the market-place. 

The Society has decided that it will 
no longer publish novels or similar popu- 
lar works, except in unusual cases and 
then only as a co-publication with a gen- 
eral publisher. Bernard Malamud’s “The 
Magic Barrel” was one such exception 
and we were delighted that it won the 
National Book Award last year. 

The point is that we have an obliga- 
tion to get into print and into the hands 
of readers works which deserve publica- 
tion and might not be published. 

At the same time we are not averse 
to offering, with our imprint, books of 
unusual quality issued with others when 
we have an opportunity of doing so. 

We have found that, although the 
Society has only just under 11,000 mem- 
bers, these members represent a high 
level of intellectual curiosity. They want 
our more serious, more scholarly works. 

As a librarian I have never been 
primarily concerned with statistics. I 
have always considered it more impor- 
tant that a Thomas Jefferson used the 
Library Company to write the Declara- 
tion of Independence than that two score 
school children clicked through a turn- 
stile (and appeared as a number in an 
annual report) to copy out an article 
from the Encyclopaedia. 

My thesis is not that mass reading and 
mass education are bad, but that in a 


world overly concerned with bigness the 
lonesomeness of quality is too frequently 
neglected. There must be institutions 
which will shun the front pages and 
welcome the unpopularity of erudition. 

Our basic obligation to the American | 
Jewish community is to provide it with 
books which will remain books of refer- | 
ence for generations to come. American 
Jews need for their long-term survival 
not childlike oversimplifications of Ju- 
daism—the do-it-yourself, how-to-make 
friends, it’s - almost - like - Christianity, 
Freud-and-water guides to a happy lif, 
which sell by the tens of thousands & 
copies—but the philosophy of a Heschel, 
the history of Tcherikover, the encyclo- 
paedic survey of a Baron and the piety 
of a Baeck. 

That thin layer of Jewishness, which 
looks so big from the air as it spreads 
through Suburbia, is composed largely 
of the ephemeral pulp of well-touted 
popularizers—and I would add adulter- 
ators—of the Jews and Jewish culture. 

Lest you think that my appeal for 
serious readers of serious books is sour 
grapes, let me cite you the experience | 
of the Society the past six years. At the 
beginning of 1954 we had 8,343 mem- | 
bers; at the beginning of this year we 
had 10,979. In 1953 we sold a total of 
84,071 books; in 1959, 151,987. The Soci- 
ety began its new translation of the Bible 
towards which 1,545 sponsors have 


pledged $211,533. 
With Meridian Books we entered thi 


field of paperbacks and in the past two 
years printed 74,282 volumes, represent- 
ing twelve titles. It is this last venture 
which underlines the change in tastes 
and the change in our fortunes. 

The publishers of paperbacks have dis- 
covered that there exists a huge market 
for solid, serious books. The classics 
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which we issued over a period of 72 
years—books which many looked on as 
the dusty assets of our past—have be- 
come newly minted gold between the at- 
tractive covers of economy editions. 

ooks long out-of-print are being or- 
@: in quantity for college courses. 

ur predecessors’ good judgment in 
sponsoring works which would stand 
the test of time is being justified. 

This places on us a greater obligation. 
The books which we publish this year 
and next year must be compared with 
those which appeared a generation or 
two ago. They compete on the shelves 
of the same bookstore. A large public, 
a far larger public than we imagined, 
wants scholarly works. 

We are fortunate that, just as this 
revelation was vouchsafed to us, the first 
ripple of a rising tide is lapping at the 
feet of American Jewry. The Jewish Cul- 
tural Foundation, dedicated to the idea 
that Jewish culture and its nourishment 
and propagation are essential to the 
survival of an American Jewish commu- 
nity, is in being. 

The first presentation of that idea to 
@: Council of Jewish Federations and 

elfare Funds was received with en- 
thusiasm. It was hailed as the beginning 
of a new era, a sign of the maturation 
of American Jewry. 

Philadelphia was the first community 
to make its contribution to a small seed 
fund to make the Foundation a reality. 
Most of the other large communities fol- 
lowed along. The Jewish Publication 
Society has long been preaching what 
other voices are now taking up. Without 
a living Jewish culture, which we have 
expressed in the form of scholarship and 
books, there can be no future for Ameri- 
can Jewry. 

I find it difficult to understand those 
who cannot see that the massive welfare 
funds which raise tens of millions of 
dollars for Israel, national agencies and 
local needs, are held together with the 

rtar of Jewishness. That mortar is 

w strong. Our communities are able 
to meet tremendous obligations. But if 
the mix of that mortar is too much sand 
and water and too little cement the edi- 
fice, of which we are so proud, will 
come tumbling down. 

Money, work, thought, dedication and 
loyalty to Jewish causes come from Jews. 
I am enough of a historian to know that 


the past teaches us that, as born Jews 
become unconvinced and unwilling Jews, 
among the first sign of their change has 
been their withdrawal from the support 
of sectarian causes. 

Will we be able to rely upon the chil- 
dren of our communal leaders as we 
rely upon the leaders? They will not 
have the emotional atavistic tie which 
keeps many of the present generation 
interested and active. They will have 
been subjected to the leveling influences, 
the samenes of American suburbia. 

Unless we can provide the rising gen- 
eration with knowledge and understand- 
ing of Jewish culture, it will inevitably 
drift off from the core of Jewish commu- 
nal life. We must give them the oppor- 
tunity to learn to be proud of being Jews. 

We still have not succeeded in convinc- 
ing American Jews in numbers propor- 
tionate to the size of the American Jew- 
ish community to join the Society. There 
are still more homes without Jewish 
books than with them. 

Nor have we provided for Jewish schol- 
ars the kind of recompense in terms of 
prestige and money which they deserve. 

We have come a long way; we have a 
long way yet to go. 





COVENANT 
BOOK WINS 
JWB PRIZE 


The Covenant book 
on Isaac Leib Peretz 
by Sylvia Rothschild 
won the 1960 award 
of the Jewish Book 
Council of America 
in the area of juve- 
nile literature. Sponsored by the National 
Jewish Welfare Board, the Book Council 
Award was presented on May 11 at the 
Annual Meeting of the Council in New 
York. The judges who chese the volume 
were: Dr. Abraham P. Ganes, New York; 
Fanny Goldstein, Boston; Dr. Gilbert 
Klaperman, New York. Presentation to 
the author, Sylvia Rothschild, was made 
by Mrs. Annie N. Siegel. Covenant Books 
are co-published by the Society and Far- 
rar, Straus and Cudahy. 
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The Cooing Turtle 


The Voice of the Turtle was the 
name of a very popular play on Broad- 
way. It was an attractive name, but 
puzzling. Any number of people who 
enjoyed the play were evidently sur- 
prised to learn that its title derived 
from a biblical phrase. In Shir haShi- 
rim (The Song of Songs 2.12), one 
of the lovers, in speaking of Spring 
as a time for love, says: 

The time of singing is come, 
And the voice of the turtle is 
heard in the land. 

More than one interested person 
must have been astonished at this at- 
tribution of vocal powers to the usu- 
ally silent and heavy-laden animal. 
One or two have even expressed their 
surprise to the JPS in whose Bible 
translation this very phrase occurs. 
Is it a typographical error? 

The answer is: No; it is not a typo- 
graphical error. You could conceiv- 
ably call it an error of judgment, but 
hardly an error of print. It proves 
once more the need for the new trans- 
lation on which we are working. 

The Jewish translators of our 1917 
edition took the phrase from the King 
James translation; and this in turn 
was based on the old Latin version 
(the Vulgate) where the phrase reads 
vox turturis. Now, going back to the 
Hebrew, we find the phrase as kol 
hator; and this is where the trouble 
really began. For the Hebrew tor, or 
tur, Was an onomatopoetic name for 
the bird which produces just that kind 
of guttural sound while making a pub- 
lic, loud and frequent display of its 
affections. Professor E. A. Speiser 
informs us that in Akkadian, the 
same bird was called turrz. 

So the chain seems to have been 
from Akkadian (and Heaven knows 
how much farther back) to Hebrew 
to Latin. Our private theory is that 
the French tourterelle came next, and 
that from this the King James trans- 
lators derived their ‘turtle,’ never 
imagining that we would confuse the 


cooing turtle with the crawling one. 
It is time for a change! But what 
change is possible? The German trans- 
lation always called the bird in ques- 
tion Turteltaube, “turtledove,” which 
the recent Revised Standard Versio 
also adopted. The trouble is that th! 
addition of the extra syllable, or the 
use of “dove” alone, disturbs the 
rhythm. On the other hand, the more 
accurate translation “the cooing of 
the dove is heard in the land” is too 
prosaic. The problem is there and our 
translators will have to solve it. 





Satinsky Elected 

(Continued from Page 1) 

Myer Feinstein, Treasurer; Jerome 
J. Shestack, Secretary; Dr. Solomon 
Grayzel, Editor; Lesser Zussman, Ex- 
ecutive Director. 

Trustees reelected were: Justice 
Herbert D. Cohen, York, Pa.; Abra- 
ham L. Freedman, Philadelphia; Judg, 
Theodore Levin, Detroit; Joseph Me} 
erhoff, Baltimore; Leonard N. Simons, 
Detroit; Justin Turner, Los Angeles; 
Morton H. Wilner, Washington; Ben 
D. Zevin, Cleveland. New Trustees 
elected: Judge David L. Bazelon, 
Washington; Sidney L. Kaye, Boston; 
Philip Slomovitz, Detroit; Saul Viene, 
Richmond. 

In the President’s report, Mr. Wolf 
pointed out an increase of 9% in 
membership enrollment and 12% in 
book distribution over the preceding 


year, including 47,000 Bibles and 
105,000 other books. Other reports 
were delivered by Myer Feinstein 


and Judge Louis E. Levinthal. 

At the Annual Meeting a new JPS 
By-Law was adopted increasing the 
number of vice presidents to five, ad 
ing the Executive Director and Edit 
to the Officers, and authorizing the 
Board of Trustees, by a two-thirds 
vote, to amend the By-Laws subject 
to ratification by the Annual Meeting. 

The nominations were made _ by 
Joseph M. First, Chairman of the 
Nominating Committee. 
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By Other Publishers 











Certain recently published books 
ave caught the fancy of your editor. 
ince members of JPS may look for 
more summer reading than our own 
list provides, the following are sug- 
gested: 

Jacob B. Agus’ THE EVOLUTION OF 
JEWISH THOUGHT (Abelard-Schuman) 
is written from a new angle. You 
may disagree with some Agus views; 
but you will not find him dull. Dr. 
Agus argues that the term “Jewish 
thought” is not limited to philosophy, 
but represents a viewpoint or intellec- 
tual approach. He begins with biblical 
times and goes to the days of Moses 
Mendelssohn. 

ANATOMY OF FAITH (Harcourt, 
Brace and Co.), a new volume about 
the late Milton Steinberg, makes ex- 
‘iting reading. The book consists of 
ssays and lectures in which Steinberg 
set forth his attitude to Judaism. 
Arthur A. Cohen, who collected and 
edited the material, introduces the 
book in a wonderfully clear and stimu- 
lating evaluation of his subject. 

A third volume is more popular in 
approach. Dr. Charles E. Shulman has 
just had a volume published under the 
title WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A JEW 
(Crown). The well-written book deals 
with Jewish life in terms of ideas, 
problems and biographies. 


SPECIAL ORDER FORM 


The Jewish Publication Society of America 
222 North Fifteenth Street 
Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Gentlemen: 


(-] My check is enclosed. 


Please send me______copies of the Pentateuch of the new JERUSALEM 
BIBLE, at the list price of $25 each (JPS members may deduct 10%). 


[-] Please bill me. 


HISTORIC BIBLE 
IS NOW AVAILABLE 






wh 


= 


Seal 
rere ee 


The Pentateuch (Torah) of the histo- 
ric Jerusalem Bible, the first Hebrew 
Bible to be set in type and printed in the 
Holy Land, has been presented to the 
American community by the JPS. In the 
first few weeks since its introduction, this 
exceptional printing of the Pentateuch 
has attracted the attention of bibliophiles 
and scholars throughout the country. 

Contained in its own  black-and-gold 
slip case and bound in full black leather 
with gold stamping and edging, the vol- 
ume is an outstanding example of the 
bookmaker’s art. Its text was set entirely 
by hand, in a new Hebrew typeface de- 
signed expressly for this edition. 

Now available for gift-giving by indi- 
viduals, Welfare Funds, synagogues, 
schools and other organizations, the Pen- 
tateuch of the new Jerusalem Bible is 
offered to JPS members at a discount of 
10%, by means of the coupon below. 
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New Covenant Books Kaanedl 


REST askmHsuon ~ 


JEWISH EXPLORERS of two widely sep- 
arated dimensions are celebrated, and the 
romance of their lives is recaptured for 
young readers, in the first two Covenant 
Books to be issued in our 1960 program. 
In Albert Einstein, Citizen of the World, 
William Wise tells, with simplicity and 
great warmth, the life story of the scien- 
tist who captured the imagination of the 
world. The drama of Einstein’s thought 
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humanity of his life, are presented vi 

idly for the teen-age reader. In Northwes 
Pioneer, Alfred Apsler tells the adven- 
turous story of Louis Fleischner, who 
played a prominent role in the opening 
of the Western wilderness one hundred 
years ago, and who laid the foundations 
of the first Jewish community in the 
Pacific Northwest. 


and achievement, and the presented 
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